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Dissemination  of  the  Gospel 

By  PRES.  GEORGE  ALBERT  SMITH 

Addres  delivered  at  the   Friday   morning  session  of  the  I  1 7th  semi-annual  general 
conference,  October  4,  1946,  in  the  Tabernacle 

Keep  all  the  good  that  you  have  received,  keep  all  the  truth  that  you  have  learned, 
all  that  has  come  to  you  hi  your  homes,  in  your  institutions  of  learning,  under  your 
many  facilities  for  education,  keep  it  all;  and  then  let  us  divide  with  you  additional 
truths  that  have  been  revealed  by  our  Heavenly  Father  in  our  day. 


I    HAVE  sometimes  said  to  my  friends  in 
different    parts   of   the    world,    when   re- 
ferring to  these  great  gatherings,  the  annual 
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and  semi-annual  conferences  of  the  Church, 
that  they  will  see  no  Other  spectacle  like 


them  in  all  the  world,  and  1  believe  this  to 
be  true. 

These  conferences  offer  the  opportunity 
for  the  officers  of  the  Church  from  all  parts 
of  the  world  to  meet  and  to  Dccome 
acquainted  with  one  another,  and  to  be 
edified  under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord,  Fortunate  are  we  that  those  who 
came  to  this  valley  in  an  early  day  erected 
this  splendid  structure.  There  is  not  any- 
thing like  it  to  be  found  elsewhere,  a  build- 
ing that  will  make  comfortable  approxi- 
mately ten  thousand  people  in  which  all  can 
hear  the  speaker.  Of  course  with  our 
modern  devices  we  can  hear  very  well. 

We  come  together,  not  just  to  visit,  not 
just  to  be  seen;  but  as  sons  and  daughters 
of  the  Living  God,  we  assemble  in  his  name, 
and  he  has  never  failed  to  fulfil  his  promise 
made  of  old,  that  when  two  or  three  shall 
meet  together  in  his  name,  he  will  be  there 
and  that  to  bless  them.  And  so  we  look 
forward  to  these  gatherings  every  six 
months  and  have  joy  in  being  able  to  go 
back  to  our  homes  with  the  statement  that 
the  Lord  was  with  us,  and  blessed  us,  and 
we  enjoyed  the  power  of  his'  Spirit. 

Of  course  this  is  only  a  little  handful  of 
the    membership    of    the    Church    of   Jesus 
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Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  cqmpared  to  the 
great  number  that  belong  to  it.  The  firsl 
conference  of  the  Church  was  held  on  June 
9,  1830j  and  there  were  eighteen  prpsent. 
The  second  conference  was  held  a  few 
months  Later  with  about  the  same  number 
present  ;  then  the  first  annual  conference  pf 
the  Church  was  held  June  3,  1831,  just  one 
year  later,  and  there  were  present  in  thai 
conference  forty-three  elders,  ten  priests, 
and  ten  teachers,  making  a  total  of  sixty- 
three  present. 

In  those  days  the  meetings  were  held  for 
the  officers  of  the  Church,  and  the  public 
was  not  generally  invited  to  attend,,  hut 
later  in  Nauvoo,  it  became  customary  to 
invite  the  public,  and  from  that  time  on, 
each  six  months,  the  membership  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
have  been  invited  to  meet  with  the  Lord  in 
a  general  conference  of  such  a  character  as 
the  one  we  assemble  in  this  morning. 

As  T  look  out  into  this  congregation  and 
see  the  men  and  women  who  are  here,  1 
recognise  those  that  T  have  known,  many 
of  them  from  my  childhood.  I  have  been 
in  many  of  your  homes  and  have  been  enter- 
tained most  graciously,  when  I  have  been 
visiting  the  stakes  of  Zion  and  the  mission 
field.  Every  once  in  a  while  we  are  able 
to  get  together  here  and  enjoy  the  com- 
panionship of  one  another,  and  more  than 
that,  to  feel  the  power  that  comes  from  our 
Heavenly  Father  in  fulfilment  of  his  pro- 
mise that  he  will  be  with  us. 

The  conditions  in  the  world  to-day  are 
anything  but  desirable.  After  nearly  six- 
thousand  years  of  teaching  by  the  Lord 
through  his  prophets,  the  world  is  still  in  a 
pitiable  condition,  with  about  two  thirds  of 
the  population  not  accepting  the  God  of 
Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob.  They  have 
their  own  deities  whom  they  worship,  their 
own  false  gods  who  have  kept  them  far 
from  the  truth  during  the  centuries  that 
have  elapsed.  Of  the  other  one-third  of 
the  population  of  this  world,  so-called 
Christians,  about  fifty  per  cent.,  do  not- 
have  membership  in  a  church  or  if  enrolled, 
they  are  inactive,  so  that  it  leaves  a  small 
portion  of  the  people  of  the  world  who  lave 
after  all  these  years  of  advice  and  counsel, 
taken  advantage  of  their  opportunities.  Un- 
less the  people  of  this  world  hasten  their 
repentance  and  turn  to  the  Tjord,  the  condi- 


tions that  we  have  recently  passed  through 
in  this  great  world  war  will  be  intensified 
in  wickedness  and  sorrow.  So  this  morning, 
my  dear  brothers  and  sisters — and  I  speak 
that  word  "  dear  "  with  all  my  heart — 1 
am  grateful  lor  your  fellowship  and  your 
companionship.  As  we  meet  together,  how 
thankful  we  ought  to  be,  how  grateful  our 
souls  should  be  when  we  contemplate'  our 
surroundings  and  our  wonderful  opportuni- 
ties! 

.  .  .  Come  out  of  her,  my  people,  that 
ye  be  not  partakers  of  her  sins,   and  that 
ye  receive  not  of  her  plagues.  (lie  v.  18  :4.) 
was  written  about  two  thousand  years  ago. 
The   gospel   of   Jesus   Christ    was   restored 
in    the   year   1830,    after   centuries   of   dark- 
ness had  passed.     When  the  call  was  given, 
the    missionaries    of    the    Church    of    Jesus 
Christ   of  Latter-day   Saints  went  out  into 
the    world — not    to    criticise    others,    not    to 
find  fault,  but  to  say  to  our  Father's  child- 
ren :  : 

Keep  all  the  good  that  you  have  re- 
ceived, keep  all  the  truth  that  you  have 
learned,  all  that  has  come  to  you  in  your 
homes,  in  your  institutions  of  learning, 
under  your  many  facilities  for  education, 
keep  it  all;  and  then  let  us  divide  with 
you  additional  truths  that  have  been  re- 
vealed by  our  Heavenly  Father  in  our 
day. 

Under  that  ministry,  beginning,  as  I 
have  said,  in  that  conference  when  there 
were  only  sixty-three  members  of  the  priest- 
hood present,  there  have  been  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  missionaries;  more  than' 
seventy  thousand  have  gone  into  the  world, 
and  in  love  and  kindness  they  have  gone 
from  door  to  door  saying  to  our  Father's 
other  children : 

Tjet  us  reason  with  you  ;  let  us  explain 

to  you  something  that  we   are  sure  will 

make  you  happy  as  it  has  made  us  happy  ! 

That  is  the  history  of  the  missionary  work 

of  the  Church  with  which  we  are  identified. 

To-day   we   have   missionaries   scattered   in 

many  parts  of  the  earth ;  some  of  them  are 

in  the  armed  services  and  rejoicing  in  their 

testimonies,  they  have  been  glad  to  divide 

the  truth  with  those  with  whom  they  came 

in  contact. 

Just   a   few  weeks   ago  I  was  invited  to 
have  a  little  visit  with  some  of  our  service- 
(Continued   on   page    7.) 
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Safeguards  Against  the  Delinquency 

of  Youth 

By  PRES.   DAVID  O.   McKAY  of  the  First  Presidency 

Address  delivered   at  the   Sunday  morning   session  of  the   117th   semi-annual   general 
conference,  October  6,   11)40,  in  the  Tabernacle. 


"I  CHARGE  thee,"  wrote  Paul  to  Tim- 
■  othy,  *'  before  God,  and  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  .  .  .  Preach  the  word;  be  instant  in 
season,  out  of  season;  reprove,  exhort  with 
all  long-suffering.-'   (II  Tim.  4:    1,  2.) 

In  the  same  letter  he  prophetically  de- 
clared "  that  in  the  last  days  perilous  times 
shall   come.      For   men    shall   be   lovers    of 
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their  own  selves  .  .  .  lovers  of  pleasures 
more  than  lovers  of  God.  Having  a  form 
of  godliness,  but  denying  the  power  thereof. 
(II  Tim.  3:   1,  2,  4,  5.) 

It  is  in  the  spirit  of  Paul's  charge  and 
prophecy  that  I  approach  the  subject  of 
safeguards  against  delinquency  of  youth.  In 
naming  these  safeguards  I  have  nothing  new 
to  offer.  You  have  heard  them  mentioned 
frequently,  but  I  think  as  with  the  gospel 
principles,  it  is  fitting  that  we  be  active  in 
season  and  out  of  season,  that  we  reprove, 


rebuke,  exhort,  admonish,  with  all  long- 
suffering  as  we  contemplate  the  rising  crime 
wave  and  bring  home  to  each  of  us,  if  pos- 
sible, the  realisation  that  greater  diligence 
is  needed. 

Few  will  question  that  we  are  living  in 
perilous  times,  that  many  people  have  lost 
their  moorings  and  are  being : 

.  .  .  tossed  to  and  fro  .   .  .  with  every 
wind  of  doctrine,  by  the  sleight  of  men, 
and  cunning  craftiness,  whereby  they  lie 
in  wait  to  deceive.  (Eph.  4:   14.) 
A  short  time  ago,  a  commission  on  evan- 
gelism,   appointed    by    the    Archbishops    of 
Canterbury    and   York,    made   a   report   re- 
vealing some  astounding  facts  on  the  pre- 
sent-day status   of   "  Christian  "   England. 
The  report  said  :    : 

The  present  irrelevance  of  the  Church 
in  the  life  and  thought  of  the  community 
in  general  is  apparent  from  two  symptoms 
which  admit  of  no  dispute.  These  are  (1) 
the  widespread  decline  in  church  going 
and  (2)  the  collapse  of  Christian  moral 
standards. 

Associated  with  this  was  the  statement 
that  only  from  ten  to  fifteen  per  cent,  of 
the  population  are  closely  linked  to  any 
Christian  church. 

Commenting  upon  this  report,  one  of  the 
daily  papers  in  England,  said,  among  other 
tilings  : 

Youth  is  largely  indifferent  to  Christ- 
ianity— finding  in  religion  no  relevance  to 
life,  and  in  life  itself  no  meaning.  If  we 
inquire  what  it  is  that  has  caused  these 
alarming  symptoms  of  national  decline 
and  fall,  the  answer  is  that  our  genera- 
tion has  succumbed  to  the  age-long  de- 
lusion of  a  self-sufficient  humanism  which 
puts  man  (not  God)  in  the  centre  of  his 
world,  and  regards  man  (not  God)  as  the 
standard  of  reference.     The  worst,   how- 
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ever,  is  not  yet  told,  for  the  Church  it  sell' 
has  become  infected  with  the  spirit  of  fchc 
age,  and  has  thereby  lost  its  vision,  its 
vitality   and  its  spiritual  authorh  \ .     The 

real  problem  is  nut  the  liinetj  per  cent. 
which  stand  outside  the  churches,  but  fclie 
ten  per  cent,  inside  the  churches,  so  man\ 
of  whom  are  only  half  converted  and  ill- 
instructed. 

Truly  it  would  seem  that  men  and  women 
are  either  groping  blindly  for  the  truth  or 
have  become  lovers  of  pleasure  more  than 
lovers  of  God,  having  a  form  of  godliness 
but  denying  the  power  thereof. 

Among  the  glaring  evil  products  of  the 
war  and  post-war  periods  are  two  which 
seem  to  me  to  be  most  portentous  and 
which  should  be  curbed  if  we  would  pre- 
serve true  Christian  ideals.  These  are  :  first, 
an  increasing  tendency  to  dishonour  the 
marriage  vow;  and,  second,  the  upswing  in 
juvenile  delinquency.  Careful  research 
would  undoubtedly  disclose  a  close  relation- 
ship between  these  two  Unwholesome  social 
conditions. 

As  evidence  of  the  first,  wo  need  only  to 
glance  at  the  number  of  divorces  even 
among  temple  marriages,  mentioned  im- 
pressively in  his  appeal  last  evening  by 
President  George  Albert  Smith.  In  the 
country  at  large,  one  out  of  every  five  mar- 
riages are  separated  by  the  ever-grinding 
divorce  mill.  Recent  statistics  disclose  that 
we  now  have  one  out  of  three. 

Bearing  tragic  witness  to  the  lessening 
regard  for  purity  in  marriage  is  the  large 
number  of  so-called  war  brides  whose  hus- 
bands have  returned  to  face  broken  promises 
and  tragic  instances  of  infidelity. 

But  it  is  to  the  ever-increasing  crime 
wave  that  I  desire  to  call  attention  this 
morning.  Children  are  being  corrupted  by 
it;  youth  are  caught  in  its  whirlpool,  and 
are  being  contaminated  overwhelmingly  by 
it.  According  to  the  director  of  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation, 

...  it  is  mounting  in  intensity.  It  is 
growing  in  severity.  It  is  not  isolated. 
It  is  nationwide.  . 

Referring  to  conditions  during  the  war, 
he  comments : 

There  was  the  spirit  of  war-time  aban- 
don, for  example,  with  its  last-fling 
philosophy  which  provided  justification  to 
less  resolute  wills  to  violate  the  conven- 


tions of  society.  Lessons  in  school  be- 
came secondary.  Girls  sacrificed  virtue 
on  a  falsi'  shrine  of  patriotism.  Arrests 
for   prostitution   increased   three  hundred 

and  Seventy-five  percent.,  disorderly  con- 
duct three  hundred  and  Jifly-seven  per 
cent,  and  drunkenness  and  driving  while 
intoxicated  one  hundred  and  seventy-four 
per  cent,  among  girls  under  eighteen  in 
the  war-time  years.  To  those  who  were 
not  grounded  in  fundamentals,  estab- 
lished values  disappeared,  and  an  attitude 
of  impermanence  superseded  individual 
responsibility.  Conflicts  between  liberty 
and  licence  manifested  themselves  in 
wrongdoing.  Personal  responsibility  in 
too  many  homes  has  become  archaic  and 
old  fashioned. 

The  passing  parade  of  crime  presents  a 
sordid  spectacle. 

Out  of  each  one  thousand  marching  m 
this  endless  parade,  five,  hundred  and 
twenty-one  have  marched  before  to  a 
prior  arrest,  and  two  hundred  and  ten  are 
under  twenty-one  years  of  age.  More  per- 
sons aged  seventeen  are  arrested  than  in 
any  other  age  group.  Of  each  one 
thousand  murderers,  one  hundred  and 
forty  are  under  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
of  every  one  thousand  robbers,  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty  are  under  twenty-one;  of 
burglars,  five  hundred  and  ten;  of  thieves, 
three  hundred  and  forty  ;  of  arsonists,  two 
hundred  and  fifty ;  of  one  thousand  car 
thieves,  six  hundred  and  thirty  are  under 
twenty-0D)e;  and  of  one  thousand  rapists, 
three  hundred  and  twenty  are  under 
twenty-one  years  of  age. 
In  calling  attention  to  these  conditions, 
and  in  my  comments  later,  I  would  not 
have  you  think  that  young  people  generally 
do  not  merit  our  confidence.  It  is  the  few, 
not  the  many,  of  whom  we  now  speak. 

When  a  few  years  ago,  a  four-year-old 
lad  wandered  into  the  bad  lands  of  North 
Dakota,  the  whole  countryside  was  aroused 
and  organised  for  the  rescue.  They  gave  no 
thought,  however,  to  the  hundreds  of  four- 
year-olds  who  were  safe  in  their  mothers' 
keeping.  A  train  wreck  or  an  airplane 
disaster  shocks  us  to  attention,  awakens 
sympathy  and  a  demand  for  more  safe- 
guards, while  to  the  hundreds  of  trains  and 
airplanes  carrying  millions  to  safety,  we  give 
scarcely  a  passing  thought. 


J  ii  Hilary,   1947. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER. 


So  while  we  solicitously  cull  attention  to 
the  tragedies  in  the  stream  of  human  life, 
Jet  us  not  be  unmindful  of  the  much  greater 
group  who  move  steadily  and  successfully 
along,  avoiding  the  sandbars  and  rapids  of 
sinful  indulgence  and  spiritual  decay,  whose 
noble  lives  confirm  and  increase  confidence 
in  the  growing  generation.  As  we  seek  the 
lost  sheep,  let  us  be  appreciative  of  the 
ninety  and  nine  "  that  are  safe  in  the 
fold. 

But  no  matter  how  firm  our  confidence  in 
the  majority  of  the  young,  we  must  not 
close  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  the  number 
of  delinquents  and  youthful  criminals  is  in- 
creasing. In  the  interest  of  the  moral  atmos- 
phere of  our  communities,  the  welfare  of 
the  state,  the  perpetuity  of  our  democratic 
form  of  government,  we  must  search  for  the 
causes  of  this  upswing  in  crime,  and,  if 
possible,  remove  them  and  apply  the  proper 
remedies. 

One  cause  of  the  increase  in  child  delin- 
quency  is  a  letdown  in    home  ideals.      The 
exigencies  of  war  induced  many  mothers  to 
take  up  war  work,  and  to  leave  their  child- 
ren in  the  care  of  others,  or,  too  often,   to. 
let  them  shift   for  themselves.      A  growing 
desire  for  economic  independence,   or  a  too 
eager   willingness   to   improve   financial   cir- 
cumstances, has  influenced  some  mothers  to 
neglect  the  greatest  of  all  responsibilities — 
the    rearing    of    a    family.       The    national 
director  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investiga- 
tion   makes   the   definite   statement   that: 
...  in  the  background  of  these  youthful 
offenders     lies     the     story     of     shocking 
neglect.      Boys    and    girls    are   being   de- 
prived of  the  care  and  guidance  necessary 
to   the    proper   foundation   of   their   char- 
acters.     Their   lawlessness   had   its  roots 
in    every    instance    in   broken    homes,    in 
homes   where    mothers    and  .fathers,    be- 
cause of  their  neglect,  misunderstanding, 
or     irresponsibility     had     failed     in     their 
primary  obligation.     More  often  than  not 
God  was  unknown,   or,   more   important, 
was  unwelcome  in  their  homes. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  nearly  every  in- 
stance the  youthful  offender  would  have 
been  a  strong,  upright  citizen  had  he  been 
given  a  chance.  If  his  pent-up  energies 
and  desires  had  been  directed  along 
wholesome  channels  ;  if  his  problems — the 
problems  that  made  him  a  problem  child 


— had  been  solved  by  patient  and  atten- 
tive parents,  he  would  have  proved  to  be 
an  influence  for  good  in  his  community. 
You  may  think  the  extreme,  but  I  am 
going  to  sa\  that  a  married  woman  who  re- 
fuses to  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
motherhood,  dr  who,  having  children,  neg- 
lects them  for  pleasure  or  social  prestige,  is 
recreant  to  the  highest  calling  and  privilege 
of  womankind.  The  father,  who  because  of 
business  or  political  or  social  responsibilities, 
fails  to  share  with  his  wfe  the  responsibili- 
ties of  rearing  his  sons  and  daughters,  is 
untrue  to  his  marital  obligations,  is  a  nega- 
tive element  in  what  might  be  and  should 
be  a  joyous  home  atmosphere,  and  is  a 
possible  contributor  to  discord  and  dilin- 
quency.  A  President  of  the  United  States 
once  said  : 

.Our  country  has  a  vast  majority  of  com- 
petent mothers.     I  am  not  so  sure  of  the 
majority  of  competent  fathers  ! 
Fathers     may     and     should     exercise     a 
helpful,     restraining     influence,     where     a 
mother's    tenderness    and   love    might    lead 
to   indulgence  on   the   part    of  the  children. 
In     this     respect,     however,     every     father 
should  ever  keep  in  mind  that  he  was  once 
a  mischievous  youngster  himself,    and  deal 
with  his  boy' sympathetically. 

The  home  is  the  best  place  in  trie  world 
to  teach  the  highest  ideal  in  the  social  and 
political  life  of  a  man;  namely,  perfect 
liberty  of  action  so  long  as  you  do  not 
trespass  upon  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
another. 

The  great  \\.ev<\  in  the  American  home  to- 
day is  more  religion.  Parents  should  make 
it  obvious  both  by  their  actions  and  their 
conversation  that  they  are  seriously  in- 
terested if  not  in  outward  forms  in  the 
fruits  of  true  religion.  Example  of  parents 
should  emphasise  the  need  of  honesty  in 
our  dealings  with  our  family,  our  neigh- 
bours, and  all  with  whom  we  come  in  con- 
tact; of  kindness  to  our  employees,  of  fair 
play  to  our  employers,  or  good  measure  to 
our  customers.  "  Talk  about  these  in- 
tangibles should  become  as  common  prac- 
tice-in  our  homes  and  offices  as  talk  about 
golf,  parties  and  profits,  if  we  want  to 
succeed  in  solving  the  family  problem-" 

The  Lord  places  the  responsibility 
directly  where  it  belongs,  Wherein  he  says 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  parents  to  teach  their 
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children  the  principles  of  the  gospel  and.  to 
walk  uprightly  before  the  Lord,  and  if  they 

do  not  so  teach,  the  sin  be  upon  the  heads 
of  the  parents. 

Next  to  the  home  as  a  safeguard  to  delin- 
quency, the  church  should  be  a  dominant 
force.  Jn  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  every 
child  should  be  more  or  less  safeguarded; 
first,  by  the  ward  teacher,  whose  duty  it  is 
to  "  .  .  .  watch  over  the  church  always  (the 
'  church  '  meaning  members),  to  be  with 
and  to  strengthen  them."  (J>.  &  C.  20:  58.) 
To-day  the  perfunctory  obligations  of  the 
ward  teacher  are  fairly  well  performed,  but 
the  looking  after  of  individuals  is  woefully 
neglected.  If  every  teacher,  as  an  appointed 
representative  of  the  bishopric  of  Ins  ward, 
were  properly  and  fully  to  perform  his  duty, 
he  would  be  aware  of  the  activity  or  in- 
activity of  every  child,  and  of  every  youth 
in  the  Church,  each  teacher  watching  over 
the  assigned  families. 

In  more  direct  contact  with  individuals 
are  the  quorum  officers  and  instructors.  It 
is  the  duty  of  these  officers  and  instructors 
to  know  the  status  of  every  youth  from 
twelve  years  to  twenty,  and  to  take  per- 
sonal interest  in  each.  I  pause  to  let  you 
comprehend  the  significance  of  this  divine 
organisation. 

A  third  dominant  force  is  the  auxiliary 
associations,  comprehending  in  their  enroll- 
ment every  child  and  youth  from  six  years 
of  age  and  upward. 

Indifference  manifest  in  the  world  gener- 
ally towards  church  should  tend  only  to 
spur  men  of  the  priesthood  and  teachers 
in  the  auxiliaries  in  the  Church  of  Christ  to 
more  earnest  and  diligent  activity. 

If  the  reports  be  true,  with  reference  to 
the  indifference  of  the  country  as  a  whole 
toward  Christian  churches,  we  shall  have  to 
place  next  to  the  home,  not  the  church,  but 
the  public  school,  as  the  most  influential 
factor  in  lessening  delinquency. 

Present-day  conditions  emphasize  the 
fact  (and  I  believe  it  with  all  my  heart) 
that  the  most  paramount  objective  of  the 
public  school  system  from  kindergarten  to 
the  university  should  be  character  building 
and  the  evolving  of  true,  loyal  citizens  of 
the  republic.  The  teaching  of  the  three 
'  E's,"  of  the  arts  and  the  sciences,  even 
the  delving  into  research  work,  should  be 
but    a    means   to   the   development    of   true 


manhood  and  noble  womanhood.  Educa- 
tion lor  loyal  citizenship!  Ralph  Waldo 
Emerson  (sometimes  referred  to  as  cue 
wisest  American)  truly  said: 

Character  is  higher  than  intellect;  a 
great  soul  will  be  tit  to  Live  ;is  well  as  CO 
think. 

A  few  years  ago  inquiry  made  into  the 
school  status  of  juvenile  delinquents  in  one 
of  our  Utah  school  districts,  revealed  the 
fact  that  eighty-one  per  cent,  of  the  offences 
were  found  committed  by  five  per  cent,  of 
school  pupils!  A  committee  appointed  to 
deal  with  this  situation  made  the  following 
report : 

1.  Since  the  school  offers  one  of  the 
best  resources  in  the  state  to  prevent  and 
treat  delinquency,  every  effort  should  be 
made  by  both  school  and  court  to  help 
the  delinquent  make  a  satisfactory  school 
adjustment.  In  order  to  accomplish  this 
result,  cases  which  come  to  the  court 
should  be  immediately  referred  to  the 
school  co-ordinator  or  attendance  depart- 
ment of  the  school  district  in  which  the 
juvenile  resides  in  order  to  determine 
whether  or  not  the  delinquent  has  a  satis- 
factory school  or  work  record.  If  he  has 
not,  the  court  and  schools  should  not 
cease  their  efforts  until  the  delinquent  is 
either  in  school  full  time  on  a  satisfac- 
tory programme,  or  is  employed  and 
under  proper  supervision. 

2.  That  immediately  after  the  juvenile 
court  has  disposed  of  a  case,  the  school 
co-ordinator  should  be  notified  of  the  dis- 
position made. 

3.  That  the  industrial  school  notify 
the  proper  school  authority  when  it 
releases  a  boy  or  girl  to  his  or  her  own 
home . 

A  fourth  and  final  safeguard  against  de- 
linquency of  youth  is  the  moral  atmosphere 
of  the  town  or  community.  This  is  deter- 
mined by  the  ideals  and  actions  of  adults, 
and  particularly  of  civic  officers  and  those 
who  are  entrusted  to  enforce  the  law.  The 
following  from  one  of  our  leading  columnists 
(Miss  Dorothy  Thompson)  referring  to  the 
"  pervasive  example  of  the  behaviour  of 
adult  civilization,"  is  pertinent: 

As  long  as  we  publicize  and  condone 
violence ;  reward  profiteering ;  intensify 
civil  strife ;  glorify  personalities  with  the 
sexual   morals    of   rabbits;    teach    in    our 
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high  schools  and  colleges  a  cheap  relati- 
vism    which     denies     personal     responsi- 
bility  and   places    all    our   sins   upon    the 
economic  system  "  or  "  infantile  con- 
ditioning,'" so  long  will  we  have  juvenile 
criminals.        Our   children   are   reflections 
of  ourselves,  or  of  the  things  in  our  com- 
munal  life    that    we   tolerate.        England, 
now,   is  making  special  films  to  he  shown 
in  special  theatres   for  teen-agers — films 
which   are   partly   educational    and   partly 
entertainment,  made  by  first  race  artists, 
and    frankly     designed    to    magnify     and 
make  attractive  virtue. 
The  writer  then  quotes  Thomas  Jefferson 
who  "  did  not  believe  that  you  can  get  a 
good   society   except   through   good,    honest, 
well-mannered,      considerate,      law-abiding, 
clean-living  citizens.     He  thought,   in  fact, 
that   if   education   concentrated   in   the   first 
line  on  creating  these,  society  and  the  state 
would  take  care  of  themselves." 

Yes,  we  are  living  in  perilous  times,  but 
let  us  hope  that  they  may  be  to  the  present 
generation  as  the  fiery  furnace  that  con- 
sumes the  dross  but  purifies  the  gold. 


A  clean  man  is  a  national  asset.  A 
pure  woman  is  the  incarnation  of  true 
national     glory.  A     citizen     who     lows 

justice:  and  hates  evil  is  belter  than  a 
battleship.  The  strength  of  any  com- 
munity consists  of  and  exisls  in  the  men 
who  are  pure,  clean,  upright  and  straight- 
forward, ready  for  the  right  and  sensitive 
to  every   approach  of  evil.  Let   such 

ideals  be  the  standard  of  citizenship. 
They    are    fundamentals    in    the    Church    of 
Jesus  Christ. 

Grod  bless  the  workers  ill  the  priesthood 
and  auxiliary  organizations  that  they  may 
search  out  the  young,  be  constant  in  season 
and  out  of  season,  guarding  well  those  boys 
and  girls  who  are  not  bad  but  who  lack" 
proper  guarding.  Victor  Hugo  was  not  far 
from  the  truth  when  he  said  : 

There  are  no  bad  boys,  and  there  are 
no  bad  men  ;  there  are  only  bad  culti- 
vators. 

(rod  give  us  power  to  be  good  cultivators 
of  youth,  I  pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ.       Amen. 


Dissemination  of  the  Gospel. — From  page  2. 
men  who  are  in  Kyoto,  Japan.  One  of  oin' 
brethren  here  in  the  valley  telephoned  me 
he  had  a  licensed  shortwave  station  and 
said,  "  If  you  will  come  down,  Brother 
Smith,  I  will  let  you  talk  to  the  men  and 
women  in  the  armed  services  who  are  absent 
from  their  homes  and  are  now  over  there 
serving  the  Government  of  the  United 
States."  I  did  not  know  just  what  it  was 
going  to  be  like.  I  went  to  his  little  station 
and  after  a  moment  or  two,  he  called  a 
station  and  talked  back  and  forth  with  the 
man  at  the  other  end.  That  was  the  Philip- 
pine Islands,  so  he  said:  "We  are  not 
visiting  with  you  to-day.  We  are  going  to 
visit  Japan."  Then  he  switched  from  there 
to  one  of  the  other  islands  in  the  Pacific  and 
told  them  the  same  thing.  And  then  when 
he  was  ready,  after  a  little  conversation 
with  the  station  in  Japan,  he  said:  "Now, 
Brother  Smith,  there  are  two  hundred  and 
three  members  of  the  Church  that  will  hear 
your  voice  just  as  soon  as  you  speak." 

So  I  stood  there  for  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes  and  talked  to  them  of  the  blessings 
of  God  bestowed  upon  them,  of  their  lives 


being  preserved  during  a  terrible  war,  and 
of  the  love  of  those  who  are  here  waiting  for 
their  return.  I  urged  them  to  keep  the 
commandments  of  God  and  assured  them 
that  there  was  no  other  road  to  happiness 
but  by  keeping  the  commandments  of  God. 
I  encouraged  them  to  retain  the  hue  records 
that  they  had  already  made  and  to  come 
home  clean  and  sweet  to  their  loved  ones 
with  the  favour  of  the  Lord  upon  them. 
When  I  had  finished,  they  took  their  turn, 
and  several  of  these  men  said :  '  Thank 
you,  Brother  Smith.  It  has  been  a  great 
encouragement  to  us  to  hear  a  voice  from 
the  tops  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  one  that 
some  of  us  are  familiar  with,  and  to  know 
that  you  are  thinking  of  us  and  are  anxious 
for  us.     We  will  not  let  you  down." 

I  thought  that  was  a  beautiful  experience, 
and  that  is  just  one  of  many  that  we  have. 
Personally,  I  have  travelled  more  than  a 
million  miles  in  the  world  to  divide  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  with  my  fellow  men. 
but  that  was  the  first  time  I  ever  delivered 
a  religious  address  to  a  congregation  seven 
thousand  miles  away.  Short-wave  broad- 
casting   will    continue    to    improve,    and    it 
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will  not  be  long  until,  from  this  pulpit  and 
other  places  that  will  be  provided,  the  ser- 
vants of  the  Lord  will  be  able  to  deliver 
messages  to  isolated  groups  who  are  so  far 
away  they  cannot  be  reached.  In  that  way 
and  other  ways,  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord,  the  only  power  of  God  unto  sal- 
vation in  preparation  for  the  celestial  king- 
dom, will  be  heard  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
and  many  of  you  who  are  here  will  live  to 
see  that  day. 

We  are  here  to-day  as  a  great  family 
waiting  upon  the  Lord.  1  see  people  in  this 
house  who  are  farmers,  mechanics,  who  are 
active  in  the  various  pursuits  of  life.  I  see 
those  who  represent  us  in  Washington  and 
at  home.  I  am  glad  to  see  here  those  who 
represent  us  as  officers  in  our  city.  We  are 
all  sitting  under  the  same  roof,  without 
differences,  all  having  the  same  opportunity, 
and  if  we. have  come  with  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  resting  upon  us,  each  of  us  will  be 
fed  the  bread  of  life,  not  by  the  individual 
who  speaks,  but  by  the  Lord  who  gives 
voice. 

I  want  to  congratulate  this  fine  group  of 
singers  who  have  sung  for  us  thus  far.  It  is 
lovely  to  know  that  our  sisters  are  so  in- 
terested in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  I  did  not 
have  the  pleasure  of  being  in  this  hall 
yesterday,  but  I  am  informed  that  there 
were  as  many  women  here  in  this  building 
as  there  are  to-day,  or  nearly  so.  The  sisters 
are  active.  I  would  like  to  say  to  you  hus- 
bands, fathers,  and  brothers,  these  women 
in  this  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  are  a  great  strength  to  the  Church. 

Yesterday  the  great  national  Relief 
Society  of  the  Church,  the  first  great 
women's  organisation  and  the  oldest  now  in 
existence,  met  in  conference.  Their  repre- 
sentatives were  here  from  all  parts  of  this 
country  and  other  countries,  just  as  anxious 
to  be  what  our  Heavenly  Father  would  have 
them  be  as  we  who  are  here  to-day. 

I  am  lifted  up  in  my  heart  to-day  as  I 
look  into  the  faces  of  my  brethren.  Some 
of  them  have  been  in  the  mission  field  for 
many,  many  years.  They  have  remained 
away  from  home  and  reared  their  families. 
They  are  back  to  visit  with  us  in  conference, 
and  ready  to  go  again  if  they  may  be 
needed.  That  is  the  spirit  of  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.     A  mission  president  who  had 


been  away  from  us  about  ten  years  was 
released  and  came  home  recently.  He  ;iiid 
his  wife  reared  their  three  children  down  in 
the  South  Pacific  among  the  descendants 
of  Lather  Lehi.  When  he  came  home,  he 
was  glad  to  conic  back  to  tins  marvellous 
country  that  we  live  in  and  to  associate 
with  his  family;  and  then  when  the  matter 
of  going  into  the  mission  held  was  talked 
about  briefly,  he  was  ready  to  turn  around 
and  go  right  back. 

That  is  the  spirit  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  to  labour  without  a  salary,  to  labour 
without  the  comforts  that  we  sometimes 
have  at  home,  but  to  labour  for  the  salva- 
tion of  the  human  family,  to  bring  our 
Father's  other  children  to  a  knowledge  of 
the  truth.  The  great  reward  that  mis- 
sionaries expect  as  the  result  of  these  years 
of  service  is  to  have  the  companionship  of 
these  men  and  women  that  they  have 
brought  into  the  Church  in  the  world,  the 
companionship  of  their  own  families  that 
they  love,  right  here  upon  this  earth 
throughout  the  ages  of  eternity. 

I  would  like  to  say  to  you  mission  presi- 
dents that  you  are  doing  a  wonderful  work. 
The  Lord  has  blessed  you  and  magnified 
you,  and  the  work  of  this  Church  has  only 
just  begun.  All  of  us  may  have  to  go  again 
and  again  into  the  mission  held,  but  it  is  the 
one  way  that  we  can  lay  up  treasures  in 
heaven  and  be  sure  that  they  will  await  us 
when  we  go  to  the  other  side. 

May  the  Lord  add  his  blessing.  May  we 
so  live  that  every  day  of  our  lives  the  world 
will  be  better  for  our  having  lived  in  it. 
May  we  so  live  that  our  neighbours  and 
friends  will  Be  constrained  to  seek  after  the 
wisdom  of  our  Heavenly  Father  and  his 
righteous  purposes  and  thereby  gain  happi- 
ness, not  only  here  but  hereafter. 

I  pray  that  in  our  hearts  and  in  our 
homes  there  may  abide  that  spirit  of  love, 
of  patience,  of  kindness,  of  charity,  of  help- 
fulness that  enriches  our  lives  and  that 
makes  the  world  -brighter  and  better  be- 
cause of  it. 

1  pray  that  we  may  continue  to  rejoice 
together  under  the  influence  of  the  Lord 
here  until  the  end  of  the  conference,  and 
when  that  time  comes  that  we  may  go  to 
our  homes  renewed  in  our  determination  to 
keep  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  that 
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our  happiness  may  be  perfected  as  a  result 
of  our  righteousness.  Jf  we  will  do  that, 
then  our  visit  here  will  not  have  been  in 
vain.  On  the  contrary,  it  will  he  a  tre- 
mendous blessing  to  us. 

1  pray  that  the  Lord  will  bless  you  in 
your  hearts  and  in  your  homes.  1  pray  Eor 
those  of  our  people  who  are  isolated  in 
distant  lands,  far,  from  the  organised  wards 
and  branches  of  the  Church,  many  of  them 
almost  alone  in  great  communities.  I  pray 
that  the  Lord  will  bless  them  and  that  they 
may  feel  to-day  the  influences  that  we  enjoy 
here,  and  in  the  due  time  of  our  Heavenly 
Father    that    they    may    be    permitted    to 

come  out  of  her,"  as  the  Lord  indicated' 
his  people  should  do,  prior  to  the  winding-up 
scene  when  this  earth  will  be  cleansed  and 
purified  by  fire,  when  all  mortality  will  be 
taken  away  and  only  those  who -are  pre- 
pared to  dwell  in  the  celestial  kingdom 
under  the  guidance  of  our  Heavenly  Father, 


under  the  leadership  of  our  Lord  and 
Master,  .Jesus  Christ,  will  be  here.  1  pray 
that  they  and  we  and  all  the  men  and 
women  of  the  world  who  have  the  desire 
to  live  righteously  and  are  keeping  the  com- 
mandments of  (iod  may  be'  among  that 
number. 

1  pray  that  our  homes  may  be  sanctified 
by  the  righteousness  of  our  lives,  that  the 
adversary  may  have  no  power  to  come  there 
and  destroy  the  children  of  our  homes  or 
those  who  dwell  under  our  roofs.  If  we 
will  honour  (iod  and  keep  his  command- 
ments, our  homes  will  be  sacred,  tin-  ad- 
versary will  have  no  influence,  and  we  will 
live  in  happiness  and  peace  until  the  wind- 
ing-up scene  in  mortality  and  we  go  to  re- 
ceive our  reward  in  immortality. 

God  bless  you;  peace  be  with  you;  joy 
and  satisfaction  abide  with  you  all,  hence- 
forth and  forever,  I  humbly  pray  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord.     Amen. 


Message  to  Sunday  School  Teachers 


"THE  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  - 
'  day  Saints  was  organized  by  direct 
commandment  from  our  Heavenly  Father. 
Upon  the  rock  of  revelation  this  Church 
was  founded  and  by  revelation  it  has 
been  guided.  Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,  was 
called  by  Cod  to  be  His  prophet  and 
through  him  was  restored  to  the  earth  the 
Holy  Melchizedek  Priesthood  which  is  the 
power  of  God  delegated  to  man  to  act  in 
His  name.  Through  this  Priesthood  every 
ordinance  of  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord,  Jesus 
Christ,  necessary  for  the  salvation  of  the 
children  of  man,  is  authoritatively  ad- 
ministered. 

One  of  the  important  functions  of  this 
Church  is  the  teaching  of  the  Gospel  so 
that  its  doctrines  may  be  made  .under- 
standable to  every  member  of  the  Church. 
The  Sunday  Schools  have  been  given  this 
glorious  privilege,  therefore  departments 
have  been  organized  in  the  Sunday  School 
so  that  all  may  receive  these  teachings  ac- 
cording to  their  age  and  capabilities.  The 
greatest  purpose  of  the  Sunday  School  is 
to    implant    an    abiding    testimony    in    the 


heart  of  each  of  its  students  so  that  they 
may  gain  a  knowledge  of  the  Divine 
Mission  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  Saviour.  Xo 
more  noble  calling  can  be  given  to  one 
than  to  be  called  as  a  teacher  to  help  in 
building  such  a  testimony  in  his  pupil, 
young  or  old.'  To  the  teachers  in  Sunday 
School  may  I  quote  the  words  of  Presi- 
dent Anthon  H.  Lund:  "  Study  the  best- 
ways  and  methods  of  reaching  the  hearts 
of  men  with  the  convincing  truths  of  the 
Gospel,  and  let  your  best  endeavours  be 
directed  to  build  up  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
Le  pure  in  thought,  prudent  in  your  say- 
ings and  wise  in  your  actions.  Store  your 
mind  with  the  knowledge  of  the  word  of 
God  and  seek  earnestly  to  have  the  spirit 
of  your  calling." 

I  am  sure  if  you  do  this  you  will  be 
able  to  feed  your  students  with  the  bread 
of   life.  Also,    J    pray   that    you   will    be 

able  to  mould  their  liv.es  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  through  all  their  years  they  will 
walk  in  the  paths  of  righteousness  '  and 
receive  Eternal  Life,  the  greatest  gift  of 
our  Lord. 

From   The   Instructor. 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and     Concert    Recitations    for 

February,   1947 

SACRAMENT   GEM. 

Tis  sweet  to  sing  the  matchless  love 
01  Him  who  left  his  home  above, 
And  came  to  earth,  O  wondrous  plan, 
To  suffer,  bleed,  and  die  for  man. 

GOSPEL    DOCTRINE. 

For  behold,  the  same  that  judgeth  rashly 
shall  be  judged  rashly  again,  for  according 
to  his  works  shall  his  wages  be;  therefore, 
he.  that  smiteth  shall  be  smitten  again,  of 
the  Lord. 

Mormon  8:19. 

GOSPEL   MESSAGE. 

And    none    were    received    unto    baptism 

save    they    took    upon    them    the    name    of 

Christ,  having  a  determination  to  serve  him 

to  the  end. 

Moroni  G  :   3 . 
SENIORS. 
Pray    always,    and    I    will    pour    out    my 
Spirit   upon   you,    and   great   shall  be   your 
blessing.  .  .  . 

D.  &  0.  19:   m. 

JUNIORS. 

And  ye  must  give  thanks  unto  God  in  the 
Spirit  for  whatsoever  blessing  ye  are  blessed 
with. 

D.  &  C.  46:  32. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

And  1  give  unto  you  a  commandment 
that  you  shall  teach  one  another  the  doct- 
rine of  the  kingdom. 

PRIMARY. 

Our  Father  in  heaven 
Be  with  us  each  day, 
And  help  us  to  love  Thee, 
In  work  and  in  play. 

KINDERGARTEN 

We  love  the  name  of  Jesus 
He  hears  us  when  we  pray ; 
He  gives  us  many  blessings 
And  helps  us  day  by  day. 

concede  it.  In  short,  there  is  no  man  who 
is  beyond  the  moral  responsibility  of  admit- 
ting it  when  he  is. 

— September  29,  1946. 
lThc  Nicomachean  Etliics. 
2Proverbs  16:18. 
I))}provcment  Era — Used  by  permission. 


Branch  Teacher's   Message, 
February,   1947 

On   Being  Wrong — and  Admitting  It 

"T"HEBE   is   an    ancient   but   ageless   slate- 
'       men!    accredited    to    Aristotle    which 

says  that  "  Some  men  are  just  as  firmlj 
convinced  of  what  they  think  as  others  are 
of  what  they  know."l  Perhaps  we  have 
seen  men  so  confident  in  their  own  opinions 
and  so  accustomed  to  overriding  all  opposi- 
tion that  they  come  almost  to  believe  in 
their  own  infallibility.  Perhaps  we  have 
all  seen  those  who,  once  having  set  out 
upon  a  course,  think  it  necessary,  right  or 
wrong,  to  continue  as  they  have  begun,  for 
the  sake  of  what  they  believe  to  be  their 
pride  or  prestige.  Being  right  is  exceed- 
ingly important — so  important  that  men 
will  go  a  long  way,  at  times,  to  seem  to  be 
right,  whether  they  are  or  not.'  But  danger 
comes  when  we  become  so  blindly  con- 
vinced of  being  right  that  it  is  difficult  for 
us  to  recognize  when  we  are  wrong,  and 
even  more  difficult  for  us  to  admit  when  we 
are  wrong.  Even  those  who  usually  are 
right  should  never,  for  their  own  safety  and 
for  the  safety  of  those  who  rely  upon  them, 
come  to  believe  that  they  could  never  be 
wrong.  However  sincere  a  man  might  be, 
if  his  confidence  in  his  own  judgment  be- 
comes so  overgrown  that  neither  the  sober 
counsel  of  others  nor  the  facts  of  experience 
nor  demonstrated  truth,  can  move  him,  he 
has  become  living  proof  of  the  scripture 
which  says  that  "  Pride  goeth  before  ...  a 
fall,'"2  for  anyone  who  has  placed  his  pride 
above  principle  has  fallen  far  already, 
whether  he  knows  it  or  not.  That  kind  of 
pride  is  always  dangerous  and  often  disas- 
trous. We  all  have  our  good  opinion  of 
ourselves — or  should  have.  We  all  have 
Our  pride.  To  some  degree,  wre  all  have 
the  prevalent  human  tendency  of  justifying 
ourselves,  and  we  all  find  it  difficult  ac 
times  to  admit  that  we  are  wrong.  But, 
being  wrrong,  and  knowing  it,  there  is  no 
other  \\ay  in  which  we  can  salvage  prestige, 
no  other  way  in  which  we  can  retain  the 
confidence  of  friends,  no  other  way  in  which 
we  can  keep  straight  with  ourselves,  except 
by  having  the  honour  and  the  good  sense  to 
(Concluded  at  foot  of  column  1.) 
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DISTRICT    HIGHLIGHTS 


Elder  Donald  McKay  Crane  was  set  apart 
for  missionary  service,  December  12th,  by 
President  June  B.  Sharp.  '  Elder  Kenneth 
L.  Kuttler  and  Elder  Crane  have  been 
assigned  to  labour  in  Port  Elizabeth, 
January   1,    1947; 

Elder  Crane  came  to  South  Africa  many 
months  ago  aboard  the  sailing  vessel  Law 
Hill,  and  since  that  time  has  endeared  him- 
self to  the  members  of  the  Cape  District. 

Sunday  evening,  December  loth,  a 
special  service  was  held  in  his  honour  at 
"  Cumorah. " 

The  (jleanor  Girls'  Chorus  sang  "  Thanks 
be  to  Cod,"  and  Elder  Poulter  sang  "  The 
Lord's  Prayer." 

Elder  Crane  and  President  Sharp  were 
the  speakers.  Eighty-one  members  and 
friends  were  in  attendance. 

Sunday  evening,  December  8th,  recom- 
mendations were  approved  for  Alan  C. 
Sharp  and  Hansel  Rayner  to  be  ordained 
Priests. 

During  December  word  was  received  from 
Salt  Lake  City  of  the  death  of  little  Linda 
Jean  Sharp,  daughter  of  "Richard  G.  and 
Bettie  Cromar  Sharp,  and  the  grand- 
daughter of  President  and  Sister  June'B. 
Sharp.  .  Our  deepest  sympathy  to  the 
bereaved. 

From     Port     Elizabeth     we     learn     that 


Ernest  and  Clarence  Doller  enjoyed  a 
pleasant  holiday  in  Johannesburg.  Brother 
Griffith  fell  from  a  Ladder  and  is  in  hospital 
with     a     broken     leg.  Donald     Alexander 

William  Scheckel,  son  of  Sister  Helene 
Scheckel,  was  married  December  6th  to 
Ethel  Jones. 

A  baptismal  service  was  held  at  Raniah. 
November  24th,  at  which  Elizabeth  van  der 
Vyver  and  Arthur  Desmond  Putter  were 
baptized  by  Brother  1.   C.   Lomv. 

Bryan  Desmond  Hayden,  son  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Lozzy  Hayden.  was  blessed  b\ 
Francis  Donnley.  Richard  Sharpe,  son  of 
Mr.  and  Sister  Harry  Sharpe.  and  Sonhos 
Arville  Rutledge,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Sister 
Douglas  Rutledge,  were  blessed  by  Brother 
Norman  Cr.  Muir. 

From  Springs  word  has  been  received 
that  Sister  Hellon  and  the  twins  have 
moved  to  Durban.  Sister  Valerie  Hancock 
will  move  to  Durban  during  January,  P)47. 

A  delightful  Christmas  party  was  held  for 
the  Springs  Sunday  School  Branch  children, 
December  21st. 

The  members  of  the  Springs  Branch  send 
greetings  for  the  new  year  to  President  and 
Sister  Sharp  and  family,  the  missionaries 
and  all  the  members  of  the  Branch. 

Yvonne  van  Molendorff,  of  Hermanns,  is 
visiting  relatives  in  Springs. 


RELIEF  SOCIETY    CORNER 

IDA  G.  SHARP 


Salad    Dressing 

Place  in  top  of  double  boiler  1  cup  white 
vinegar,  4  eggs  and  beat  with  rotary  egg 
beater.  Mix  12  tablespoons  sugar,  1  tea- 
spoon salt  and  three  level  teaspoons  dry 
mustard.  (I  like  Coleman's.)  Add  to  egg 
mixture  and  beat  good.  Take  2  heaping 
teaspoons  of  white  flour  or  scone  flour  or 
pancake  flour,  place  in  a  teacup  and  add 
enough  water  to  fill  the  cup.  Add  piece  of 
butter  the  size  of  a  walnut.  Cool  and  place 
in  a  quart  jar  with  lid.  Place  in  a  re- 
frigerator  until  needed.      To   use   dilute  to 


taste  with  whipped  sweet  or  sour  cream, 
ideal  milk  or  top  milk.  This  amount  makes 
one  quart.     Keeps  well  in  the  refrigerator. 

Household    Hint 

When  cooking  hot  cakes  add  shortening 
to  batter.  When  ready  to  fry  have  skillet 
hot,  then  rub  well  with  a  salt  bag  made  by 
placing  a  handful  of  salt  in  a  piece  of  clean 
cloth.  Each  time  the  hot  cakes  are  re- 
moved from  the  skillet  rub  with  the  salt 
bag.  This  will  prevent  the  cakes  from 
sticking  and  save  the  smudge  that  is  caused 
by  frving. 
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Responsibility  of 
Teaching 

RESPONSIBILITY   of   the   Melchizedek 
Priesthood  bearer  to  his  junior  com- 
panion of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood. 
To    Understand   Teachers  Assignment,    and 
be  Sure  He   Understands  it. 

1.  Teaching  responsibility  made  incumbent 
by  revelation.  (See  Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 20:53-59.) 

2.  What  the  Lord  Kequires  of  Teachers. 
(See  Doctrine  and  Covenants  20.) 

a.  That  he  "  watch  over  the  Church  al- 
ways, and  be  with  and  strengthen 
them." 

b.  "  See  that  there  is  no  iniquity  in  the 
Church." 

"  Neither    hardness,    back-biting,    or 
evil  speaking." 

c.  "  That  the  Church  meet  together 
often. " 

d.  "  That  all  members  do  their  duty." 

Attitude  Toward  Assignment. 
1.  Make  "  Duty  a  Pleasure." 

a.  Any   spirit  of   "  drudgery  "   manifest 
.  will  have  damaging  effect  upon  your 

companion,     whereas     a     wholesome 
pleasant  attitude  will  build  him  up. 

b.  You  are  grateful  that  the  Lord  has 
called  you  to  his  service. 

c.  You  are  determined  to  render  that 
service  to  the  full  extent  of  your 
power. 

d.  The  fact  that  the  Lord  has  asked  that 
the  teaching  be  done  makes  you  a 
convert  to  its  importance. 

Preparation  For  Contemplated  Visits. 

1.  Take  the  initiative  in  the  matter  of  ap- 
pointments. Your  junior  companion 
will  respond  cheerfully  to  your  leader- 
ship. 

a.  Perform  your  full  duty  each  month. 

2.  Study  together  the  needs  of  your  as- 
signed families,  in  the  hope  of  increasing 
the  value  of  your  service  to  them.  You 
are  their  guardians. 

3.  Be  systematic  in  your  work. 

a.  Arrange  a  definite  schedule  of  ap- 
pointments. 

b.  Don't  be  afraid  of  a  little  inconveni- 
ence. 

c.  Eemember  church  service  is  one  of 
dedication.- 


Senior  to  Junior 
Companion 

your  visits.        "  If  you  receive  nut   thu 
spirit,  ye  shall  not  teach." 

a.  Live  worthily.  "  The  spirit  will  not 
dwell  in  unclean  tabernacles." 

b.  Pray  with  your  companion  before  fill- 
your  appointments.  You  need  the 
help  of  the  Lord  in  this  important 
work. 

Be  an  Ideal  Teacher. 

1.  Maintain  a  dignity  in  your  work  worthy 
of  your  high  calling. 

a.  Teach  under  the  inspiration  of  the 
Lord. 

b.  Bless  the  people. 

1.  With   your  inspired   message. 

2.  WTith  your  prayers. 

c.  The  love  you  manifest  for  these  you 
serve  and  visit  will  return  to  bless 
you. 

2.  Show    proper    deference    to    your    com- 
panion. 

a.  Y'ou  are  called  as  a  "  teacher,"  so  is 
he. 

(1)  He  is  your  equal  in  this  calling, 
give  him  every  opportunity. 
(a)  At   the   door.     ■ 
(h)  In  the  home. 

b.  Teach  him,  and  the  families  you  visit 
the  beauty  of  this  "  Restored  Gos- 
pel, "  and  the  value  of  each  Christian 
virtue. 

(1)  It  is  your  duty  to  help  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Church  really  be- 
come "  saints. " 

If  you  have  inspired  your  companion  with 
such  a  desire  to  perform  his  duty  that  ho 
looks  with  joyful  anticipation  upon  this 
opportunity  with  you,  you  likely  have  met 
your  responsibility  to  him. 

You  will  have  in  addition  assisted  him  in 
laying  of  a  sound  foundation  and  the 
obtaining  of  a  proper  church  service  atti- 
tude for  which  he  will  raise  his  voice  in 
blessing  you  through  the  years  to  come. 
Further,  the  service  he  will  render  to  others 
over  that  which  might  otherwise  have  been, 
will  return  also  as  a  blessing  upon  your 
head.  "  No  man  knows  the  good  that  he 
does  "  but  it  will  be  well  for  all  men  who 
have  had  their  opportunity  to  aid  "youth" 
to  serve  them  well  and  teach  them  the 
value  and  thrill  of  service. 


